
Your
Fundraising
Can Change
Lives!



The impact your 
fundraising has:Welcome to the Wilberforce Trust, and thank 

you for choosing to fundraise for us! 

Supporting us via fundraising will make a huge 
difference in helping us to support people with 
sight loss, including those with other disabilities, 
develop opportunities, and enhance the quality 
of life for those we work with. The contributions 
you make will help us to achieve our vision to see 
a world in which all people with sight loss are truly 
integrated in society with equal opportunities in all 
aspects of life.

It’s up to you whether you fundraise for  
the Wilberforce Trust as a whole, or for a project 
such as Club Wilber, our children’s group.
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“Every six minutes 
someone is told they 
are going blind”

“One in six people have 
disabling hearing loss but 
many people struggle on, 
embarrassed to ask for 
help”

£ 
10

could fund the ingredients 
for a baking class for 2 people 

(or something similar 
at that price).

£ 
150

could fund activity packs to 
be sent to the tenants in our 

supported living service.

£ 
300

could pay for sensory 
equipment such as a set of 
simulation specs in order to 
teach the community about 
sight loss and what it is like 
to live with different sight 

conditions, ultimately making 
the community a safer place 

for all.

£ 
50

could fund the facilitation of 
a support group for people 

living with sensory loss. 

£ 
200

could fund activity kits, such 
as craft kits, for our children’s 

group, Club Wilber.

£ 
1000

£1,000 could fund a day 
trip for 25 families such as 
previous trips to Cadbury 

World, for Club Wilber, 
including transport, making 
such a trip more affordable 

and accessible for these 
families.

£ 
100

 could fund a community 
craft group session for 

people living with 
sensory loss.

£ 
250

could fund the use of the 
Wilberforce Trust Mobile 

Outreach Unit for a full day 
in the community, raising 
awareness of sight and 

hearing loss, and connecting 
people to the sensory 

support they need.



The people you 
will be supporting

Kelly is a single mum with two young boys aged 
8 and 9. She has had to come to terms with 
losing her eyesight rapidly during the last 18 
months after she was diagnosed with retinitis 
pigmentosa.

Every day she touches her sons’ faces, afraid 
that she won’t remember what they look like if 
her eyesight gets worse. Although she has made 
the very most of the small amount of sight left to 
her there are many things she just can’t do any 
more. Going for a jog, filling the boys paddling 
pool, making sure that the spoon she uses for 
mixing cakes doesn’t end up inside the cake are all 
challenges she hadn’t faced before.

During lockdown even going to the local shop 
became difficult and when the schools closed, 
initially Kelly was left with the daunting prospect 
of home schooling her children without being able 
to see the onscreen work the school had set for 
them or access the on-line resources and printed 
worksheets.

She was at her wit’s end when she contacted 
our YorSensory service and Tom, our Technology 
Adviser, was able to talk Kelly through Google’s 
accessibility features and other IT fixes so that she 
could access large font and audio on her son’s 
computer. At last she could help him with school 
work.

“I really needed that call” said Kelly. “Afterwards, 
I cried with relief as I had been feeling too 
overwhelmed by it all. I felt I had not been 
forgotten and I was reassured that I’d be OK. Just 
don’t go away!”

During lockdown, she has become a history nut 
herself and shares her son’s massive enthusiasm 
for the Elizabethans. With the boys now at school 
she has been able to build up her own skill set 
by taking a course at York College in advice and 
guidance which is giving her new options for 
future work. 

Stacey is the Mother of two of our 
Club Wilber children; we asked 
her to tell us why she joined Club 
Wilber, and what impact the group 
has had on her family.

“I wanted to start with saying 
thank you to you all for supporting 
Club Wilber; my daughter Evia, 
who is 7, is blind (no light) due to 
neurofibromatosis type 1 (also known 
as NF1) causing her to have an optic 
nerve glioma (a slow growing brain 
tumour in and around the optic 
nerve, which connects the eye to the 
brain). 

She has loved being a part of the 
charity and making friends; she has 
just recently made a card for another 
member and enjoyed finding out 
about them and their family. She also 
especially loves the scavenger hunts 
where we have to find things to take 
pictures with. Elliott, her brother 
who is 6, loves that he can be part of 
the group as well, and making new 
friends. He has especially liked all the 
craft activities which have been sent 
to keep us busy while in lockdown. 

We are all looking forward to meeting 
the friends we have made in person. 
It’s great for parents to be able to get 
to know some of the other parents 
who also have children who have a 
visual impairment, for the children, 
and especially the siblings, to meet 
other children and make friends”. 
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The A – Z
of ideas
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Abstain – Get sponsored to give up something you love for a 

day, a week, a month, even a year! This could be chocolate, alcohol, 
Netflix…anything you are brave enough to go without!

Bake sale – Get baking and sell your treats to friends, family, 
colleagues or at a local community event.

Cycling – Set yourself a challenging distance to cover in a specific 
amount of time and get sponsored to spur you on to get it done!

Dance-athon - Get sponsored to get your dancing shoes on for 

a mega long dance session!

EBay – Sell things you no longer need or want on eBay.

Fancy dress – Get sponsored to wear different fancy dress every 

day during a week, or wear it to work, school or college.

Gaming – Get sponsored or sell tickets to enter and host a gaming 
marathon.

Hike - Set yourself a challenging distance to cover in a specific 

amount of time and get sponsored to spur you on to get it done!

Jumble sale – Hold a jumble sale to get rid of any unwanted 

items or things you don’t need anymore.

Knitting – Hold a knitting marathon and get sponsored or sell 

tickets to enter or sell your knitted items.

Laugh Out Loud – Host a comedy night, maybe even have a go 

at some stand up yourself and sell tickets to the event.

Marathon – Run or walk a marathon, do it in a week, or do several 
marathons across a set space of time and get sponsored.

Non-uniform – Host a non-uniform day at your school or 

workplace and charge all participants to take part.

Orange – Go (Wilberforce Trust) orange! Whether you dress in all 
orange for a day or a week, run 5k painted orange, or die your hair 
orange and get sponsored.

Party – hold a themed party (wine tasting, fancy dress, murder 
mystery) or do a DJ night and charge people to come along.
Quiz night – Host a quiz night and charge to enter.

Run – Whether it’s couch to 5k, running every day, running as far 
as you can in a month, or running the distance of John O’Groats to 
Lands End, get sponsored to get your trainers on.

Sponsored silence – Can you keep quiet for a day? Would 
people pay you to be silent for a day!?

Team – Get a team of people together to do a group challenge; 
from walking, running, cycling, and swimming, to tug of war or a 
bowling league, the more the merrier!

Unselfishly – donate a day’s wages.

Volleyball – or any other type of group sport where you could get 
people into teams, host matches and see who reaches the top of the 
league table. Participants could pay to enter and raise sponsorship 
money for participating.

Water sports –Brave the cold in an ice bath or take on a 
swimming challenge and get in the water!

X – is for…well X is really hard so let’s say this is where you come in 
and run with your ideas!

Yoyo – or any other old school game you can think of and hold an 
old school toy, board game, school sports day, party.

Zany – any other weird and wonderful ideas you can come up with!

TOP
TIPS:
 
 • Set an achievable  
  target (and then   
  smash it!)
 • Give yourself   
  enough time to   
  plan
 • Keep reminding   
  people to donate
 • Have fun!



Involving your 
work place
Your place of work could support you by promoting your 
fundraising via the organisation, either in the office, via social 
media, or using business connections. Your colleagues could 
also be a good source of support and sponsorship during your 
fundraising.

They could also: 
• Choose the Wilberforce Trust to be your 
 Company’s Charity of the Year
• Enter a team into one of our events
• Provide a raffle or auction prize
• Ask us to run a Sensory Awareness Training 
 session for their staff
• Sponsor one of our events
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How we will 
provide support
We want to ensure that in return for fundraising for us, we make the experience as easy and enjoyable as 
possible for you. You will find lots of information and resources in this pack, and our Fundraising team will 
be on hand to give you tips and advice. We can help you access resources such as t-shirts, flyers, badges, 
posters and stickers (if you need a sports t-shirt for a sporting activity we can get one ordered for you) so 
just speak to the Fundraising team. We will also keep you up to date with the work your fundraising has 
contributed to via our newsletter.

For support email fundraising@wilberforcetrust.org.uk

How to raise sponsorship money
The key is to make sure everyone knows you are fundraising, and make it as easy as possible for them to 
sponsor you, either through a funding platform such as Virgin Money Giving or JustGiving page, or bank 
transfer to you to then be paid to us once your event is over.

So, get promoting your activity and set up your sponsorship page 
(advice below)!
Virgin Moneygiving/JustGiving

Visit virginmoneygiving.com and click “Fundraise”, find The Wilberforce 
Trust, click “Create a page” and create an account.

Or visit justgiving.com and click “Start Fundraising”, choose the 
“Fundraising for a charity” option, create an account and set up your 
fundraising profile. 

If you need any support with this then contact the Fundraising team 
who can talk you through the process. Make your page look interesting 
with a photo and a little bit of a story about why you are fundraising.

Gift Aid means that for every £1 raised, we will be able to claim at least a 
further 25p on all eligible donations (if the donor pays taxes), at no extra 
cost to you or the individuals sponsoring you. Please make sure your 
sponsors are reminded to give their name and full address and to tick 
the Gift Aid box where possible.



How to promote 
your activity or 
event
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Social media
Use social media to promote your fundraising 
activity. You could even post about it in local 
community groups on Facebook for example, or in 
groups related to the activity you are doing. And 
ask friends and family to share of course. 

Don’t forget to tag us in your social media posts (we 
can also help you to spread the word about your 
activity or event!)

Facebook - @wilberforcetrust
Twitter - @WilberforceYork
Instagram - @wilberforcetrust
LinkedIn – The Wilberforce Trust

The following hashtags might also be useful:

#WilberforceTrust 
#ClubWilber 
#YorkCharity 
#YorkFundraising 
#York #YorkEvents 
#WhatsOnInYork

Please try to make any online posts or printed 
materials for your event or activity as accessible 
as possible, such as using Alt-text descriptions on 
images, capitalising separate words in hashtags, 
not using too many emojis, using clear fonts, 
layouts and colours. 

Social Media Checklist
• Hashtags help to spread the word
• Videos and photos get far more views  
 than just text
• Links Don’t forget to link to your  
 donation page and to our website
• Share your progress Almost there?   
 Let people know how close you are  
 to nudge them to donate
• Tag us We would love to see what you are  
 getting up to – we’re not just nosey,  
 we want to help too!

Local promotion
Contact your local newspaper, radio station or TV 
station who might be able to feature your activity 
or event and increase the number of people 
potential sponsors. If you would like support to do 
this then please contact the Fundraising team. 

You could also use our event template poster and 
ask local businesses and community locations if 
you are able to put these up in their buildings. 
Please always make sure to ask before doing so.

Marketing resources
Visit our website for access to Fundraising 
marketing materials such as logos, template event 
posters, and sponsorship forms.

Using the Wilberforce 
Trust’s and Club Wilber’s 
name and logo
If you are producing promotional materials or social 
media content, please ensure to use the official 
logo you will be provided with, and the wording 
“in support of” or “in aid of” when referring to your 
fundraising activity and us. 

COVID19
As we now live in a world impacted by 
COVID19, please ensure any activity 
which you undertake or events you 
organise are within COVID19 safety 
guidelines and restrictions. You can 
check the Government website to see 
what the most up to date regulations 
are in your area.

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

Things to consider
If you are holding an event you need 
to make sure that:

The venue has been checked for any 
health and safety risks and that the 
venue has a health and safety policy. 
Visit the Health and Safety Executive 
website for more information - https://
www.hse.gov.uk/

That there is access to a first aid kit 
and fist aider provision, access to a 
fire extinguisher, and what the fire 
evacuation process is.

That the venue has Public Liability 
Insurance which covers owner’s 
liability risks.

That the venue has a Public 
Entertainment License, or check with 
your Local Authority to see if your 
event needs one if not.

That the event and venue are 
accessible.

That any food and drink provided 
is handled safely and hygienically, 
and that all items are stored and 
prepared safely and appropriately, 
and cooked thoroughly. You can find 
more guidance on the Food Standards 
Agency website - https://www.food.
gov.uk/

If you are holding a lottery or raffle, 
check with your local authority or the 
Institute of Fundraising as to whether 
you need a license. Small activities 
generally don’t need a license, or if 
there is a skill or quiz based element. 
However, for larger activities a license 
will be required. You can check the 
website here - https://ciof.org.uk/

If you are going to be taking photos 
then you need to have the permission 
of those involved, whether this is 
an individual, parent or guardian. 
Anyone under the age of 16 or who 
does not have capacity will need 
someone to give permission on their 
behalf. If you are out in public or your 
event is a public event then you can 
print a disclaimer informing those in 
attendance that images will be taken 
during the event and to inform them of 
who to contact if they don’t want their 
image to be used. 

This disclaimer must be displayed 
throughout the event, and a photo 
taken to evidence that the signage 
was used. 

Safeguarding children is everyone’s 
responsibility. Please ensure that 
you have planned thoroughly for 
fundraising activities which involve 
children, proper provision is made to 
safely supervise children, and that any 
children under 18 who are participating 
as fundraisers have the permission of 
their parents/guardian to do so.

The legal stuff
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What to do 
after your 
event
How to pay in the money you have fundraised
If you haven’t used something like JustGiving, where the 
money you have raised will automatically be paid into us, 
there are a couple of other ways in which you can submit 
the money you have raised.

Send us a cheque payable to “The Wilberforce Trust”, just 
email our fundraising team to confirm the address and 
please include your sponsorship forms, your name, and the 
name you gave your activity on your registration form.

Email our Fundraising team who can give you our bank 
details if you would prefer to make a bank transfer.

Thank 
those who 
have
supported 
you
After your activity or event, make sure to thank anyone who 
donated or helped you make the activity or event happen. 
You could let them know how it went by sharing photos and 
telling them how much you were able to raise. You might 
contact them directly via email, letter or phone, or post 
something on social media. The main thing is to 
make sure you let anyone who has supported 
you know how much it is appreciated. 


