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Did you know, that tactile paving is used to aid people with a 

visual impairment find their way around and warn them of 

hazards, the different types have different meanings.   

 

Directional paving is a type of tactile paving which can be located 

where shared routes meet, for example footpaths and cycle paths, 

directing a person with a visual impairment down the correct path.  The 

direction of the paving indicates which side is for cyclists (vertical lines) 

and which side is for pedestrians (horizontal lines), when stood in front 

of them. 
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In addition to Directional paving, there is also Corduroy tactile paving, 

which is used to warn people who are visually impaired that there is a 

hazard, for example at the top and bottom of steps.  It can sometimes 

be found on train platform edges too. 

 

 

Blister paving is another type of tactile paving used at uncontrolled 

and controlled road crossings where the pavement has a dropped 

kerb.   

In general, red blister paving, indicates a controlled crossing, for 

example a zebra crossing.  
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Buff coloured blister paving is used at uncontrolled road crossings. It 

is important to note that blister paving at an uncontrolled crossing is 

not always located at the safest place to cross, for example it can be 

close to a junction, in busy areas this may not allow enough time to 

see or hear cars approaching. Also the mouth of a junction is the widest 

part of the road, resulting in the pedestrian being in the road longer 

when crossing. 
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Something to be aware of, not all tactile paving is correctly placed, or 

the correct type used for the right situation. Over time it can also 

become worn and damaged, this could lead to confusion and 

disorientation when moving around an area. 

 

Contact the Yorsensory Team for more information on how you could 

potentially receive support/training to help you move around your local 

area independently and safely.  Telephone 01904 202292 or 

enquiry@yorsensory.org.uk 
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You could also request a Sensory Impairment Assessment from your 

local sensory team or contact them for practical advice, information, 

and support. In York, this is the Yorsensory Team, 01904 202292 or 

enquiry@yorsensory.org.uk 

If you are concerned about your eyesight please contact your optician 

or GP. 

 

*Information sourced from the Royal National Institute for the Blind (RNIB) and 

the Macular Society 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 


